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In 1967 

when Jo was 

10 years old,  

her father 

moved their 

family to an 

all-black 

town in the 

Mississippi 

Delta,  where 

they were 

one of only 

two white 

families and the only Jewish one. 

There, her father started a medical 

clinic,  her mother taught at the local 

high school,  and Jo was the only white 

student at her junior high. Living in a 

trailer in the poorest county in the 

nation during the turbulent 1960s, 

they were drawn into the heart of the 

civil  rights movement. 

Because of this experience, Jo is 

committed to advocating for equal 

rights for all .  Her award-winning 

memoir about her family’s time in   

Mississippi,  The Outskirts of Hope  

(She Writes Press,  April  2015),  has 

led to numerous speaking

engagements about racial relations. 

In the last few years,  Jo has 

broadened her focus to raise 

awareness about the transgender 

community.  Inspired by her 

transgender son, she is now working 

on her second book, Once a Girl,  

Always a Boy. Through this and her 

speaking engagements,  Jo shares 

the story of what is was like for her 

son to grow up in a world not quite 

ready for people like him. 

Before becoming a writer,  Jo received 

a Bachelor of Science in civil  

engineering from MIT and an MBA 

from Stanford University.  She worked 

for many years in transportation and 

operations management before 

becoming an adjunct professor in the 

business school of  St.  Edward’s 

University in Austin,  Texas. Now 

living in Fort Worth, Texas, she has 

been married to Jon Ivester for 37 

years,  has four children, two 

grandchildren, and another grandchild 

on the way. For more information, 

please visit www.joivester.com.

Ivester addresses a wide 

range of audiences, from 

small  book clubs to entire 

schools,  using her personal 

stories as a means to make 

people more comfortable 

with those who are 

different from them with 

regard to race, religion, 

sexual orientation, and 

gender identification.   
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• Engaging the Outskirts:  Jo recounts the two years her family spent in an 

all-black town in the Mississippi Delta during the turbulent 1960s. Through 

sharing highly personal stories about their experiences, Jo makes the civil  

rights movement come alive and inspires her audiences to make a difference. 

Moving seamlessly between the 1960s and the present,  Jo encourages people 

to recognize the problems we still  face and how they can help. 

• Tikkun Olam  in Action:   In this presentation, Jo discusses Tikkun Olam ,  the 

Hebrew phrase meaning "repairing the world," and how it motivated her 

father's devotion to President Johnson's War on Poverty. Jo walks her 

audience through her family's experience as the only Jewish family in town, 

reflecting on how they were met with anti-Semitism, despite the tradition of 

Jewish involvement in the civil  rights movement.

• Once a Girl,  Always a Boy:  A look at what it  is l ike to have a transgender son 

in a world not quite ready for people like him. Jo describes her son’s 

experiences going back to early childhood when he first showed signs of 

being transgender. By sharing stories about Jeremy, Jo helps her audiences 

to become more comfortable with transgender individuals and challenges 

them to recognize the discrimination this community faces today. 

A W A R D S

S P E A K I N G  T O P I C S

• Writers'  League of Texas Best 

         Non-fiction for 2015 

• 2015 National Indie Excellence 

         Award for Autobiography 

• Jewish Book Council  Non-fiction 

         Book of the Week 

• 2015-16 Sarton Women's Book 

       Award: silver medalist 

• Wall Street Journal  Best-Seller 

• 2016 Anti-Defamation League 

       Maislin Humanitarian Award 

M E D I A

facebook.com/JoIvesterauthor 

@joivester

S O C I A L

http://www.joivester.com/
http://www.facebook.com/JoIvesterauthor
https://twitter.com/JoIvester
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/community-voices/article20461191.html
https://alum.mit.edu/learn/alumni-books
http://www.authorscorner.org/search-books/?q=the+outskirts+of+hope
https://www.austinchronicle.com/daily/arts/2015-04-14/the-outskirts-of-hope/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/jo-ivester
http://www.statesman.com/news/local/local-author-recalls-time-civil-rights-era-south/uBhAPs4CKdiqEECdqXIdJP/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jo-ivester/outskirts-hope/
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“What makes this book particularly valuable is its vivid depiction of the abhorrent consequences of legalized segregation. What gives 

it  heart is the window it opens to the personal journeys of mother and daughter.  An important,  riveting history lesson that,  

unfortunately,  is still  relevant today.” 

– KIRKUS REVIEWS 

– PAUL E. FALLON, AUTHOR, ARCHITECTURE BY MOONLIGHT, 2014. IN 

RESPONSE TO TALK PRESENTED AT MIT ALUMNI WEEKEND, JUNE 2017

– EMILY KATZMAN, OFF THE BEATEN PATH BOOKSTORE

– LISA COHEN QUAY, DIRECTOR OF SENIOR ADULT

PROGRAMS, AUSTIN JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

– PEGGY GREENAWALT, LIBRARIAN AND BOOK CLUB

FACILITATOR, WESTLAKE HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

“A powerful story of the effect one family has on a community that fills in another piece of the civil  rights movement.”

– STORY CIRCLE BOOK REVIEWS  

 “Not all  stories about the south are fictional and have characters in them named Atticus and Scout.  Some are true and have real 

people in them named Aura and Jo. But just as Atticus and Scout have seared themselves into our cultural consciousness,  Aura and Jo 

will  take up residence in your own after reading The Outskirts of Hope .  I  began this book thinking it was about civil  rights and 

Mississippi and a Jewish family’s singular,  brave saga there in the 1960s. I  ended it realizing it  is a story about us all .  It  is an 

American one. And it is one, told forgivingly,  about forgiveness.” 

– KEVIN SESSUMS, NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF

MISSISSIPPI SISSY AND I LEFT IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

“A sensitive and powerful memoir of racial change in the South in the 1960s.”

"So revealing and heartfelt.   The anecdotes about Jeremy and family weddings are amazing - they get to the humanity of the story 

and unsettling conflicts that permeate so much confusion and change."

"Jo is an engaging, eloquent speaker. A natural storyteller with an important message. Her presentation generated a lively follow-up 

discussion and bookstore patrons talked about it  for days."

"Jo is a warm and engaging speaker. Her story is another piece of the narrative about 1960s race relations in the rural south. It  

resonated with everyone, especially those of us who grew up Jewish in small  towns."

"Jo blessed us by expressively sharing with honesty her amazing journey in the Mississippi Delta during the 1960s. She inspired us 

and gave us hope for a better future. Jo is an excellent speaker with a message everyone needs to hear."

– BOOKLIST

PRAISE FOR OUTSKIRTS OF HOPE

PRAISE FOR JO IVESTER
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